Gallery Spotlight

Gladstone Regional Art Gallery & Museum -

Written by Rebecca Lush, Exhibitions and Education Officer, and edited by Joanne
Duke, Curator, and Lyn Lee, Heritage Officer

Gladstone Regional Art Gallery & Museum is a community cultural initiative of the
Gladstone Regional Council. The Gallery & Museum is housed in the heritage-listed
Town Hall and Municipal Chambers building in the centre of Gladstone. In 2003, an
extension was added and officially titled the O’Connell Wing. Each year, a diverse
range of programs and exhibitions are held within the Gallery & Museum attracting
both local residents and national/international visitors. Currently, the exhibitions
on display are a representative of the Gallery & Museum’s commitment to telling
local and nationally significant stories.

History of the Town Hall and Municipal Chambers Building

Gladstone Town Hall and Municipal Chambers, designed by Rockhampton architect,
Roy Chipps, was built between 1933 and 1934. The official opening of the building
was conducted on Saturday 15 September 1934 by the Honourable HA Bruce MLA,
Minister for Public Works. Along with two other infrastructure projects including
the reservoir, located on Ferris Hill, and a public swimming pool, it was built
during the Great Depression, interwar period, and generated employment in the
region. Between 1934 and 1980, the Town Hall and Municipal Chambers served as
the chambers for council and as an entertainment venue. As well as council offices
and meeting rooms, the Town Hall was equipped with a large hall for community
activities.

Each week, residents from the Gladstone region would visit the hall for events and
programs such as movies (or “talkies”), balls, boxing fights, dinners, and
community group meetings. Originally, the Hall had a large stage at the back to
support local theatre groups and other performances. In 1956, a children’s library
was added to the basement of the building. The First World War Honour Board was
relocated from a small purpose built structure opposite the Grand Hotel, on the
corner of Goondoon and Roseberry Street, to the Town Hall and Municipal
Chambers where it remains today.

The function of the building transformed in 1967 when the Gladstone Town Council
was moved to a newly built Community Centre, later Civic Centre. From this year
on, the primary function of the building was as an entertainment and meeting
centre. Between 1984 and 1985, the Town Hall was repurposed into the Gladstone
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Regional Art Gallery & Museum. The stage and internal stairs leading to the
basement were removed and other necessary refurbishments were made.

Today, the Art Gallery & Museum is dedicated to promoting art and heritage for
the communities of the Gladstone Region and Central Queensland. There are four
main exhibition spaces including Town Hall Gallery, Front Gallery, Museum Room
and O’Connell Space. Exhibitions are general rotated every 6 to 8 weeks and
include works from our local artists, heritage collection, and
national/international touring exhibitions.?

April - May Exhibitions

2 All information has been sourced from the heritage archives of the Gladstone Regional Art Gallery & Museum
collection.
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One Life - Two Decades On: Helmut Breckwolt Retrospective

On Display 7 April - 5 May 2018

A commemorative exhibition revisiting one of Gladstone’s most well-respected
artists, Helmut Breckwoldt. Although 2018 marks twenty years since his passing,
Breckwoldt’s works continue to resonate with our regional communities,
particularly Gladstone. The exhibition has been prepared in collaboration with the
artist’s family.

“I Want to be in a Book™ A Story About Cecil by Narelle Oliver

On Display 7 April - 5 May 2018

This exhibition by the late Queensland author and Illustrator Narelle Oliver (1960 -
2016) shows the development of her last picture book. The exhibition is comprised
of the works made for the book and a retrospective of her stunning illustrative
style. Narelle began creating books using pure linocut and over time her craft
evolved to include collage, frottage and mixed media.

Fragile Balance

On Display 7 April - 19 May 2018

Fragile Balance Exhibition is an artistic exploration by two local artists of the
mangrove eco-systems and nearby environments in the Gladstone Harbour.
Jeanette Albury and Rosemary Anderson have collaborated to explore the diversity
of these waterways and depict the adaptation of its inhabitants. They have
responded to the environment using drawings and paintings on paper and canvas
and have formed 3D sculptures using organic and repurposed materials. Both use
their creativity to inspire, stimulate and motivate others to enjoy the environment
in which we live.

Anzac Day - Anniversaries

On Display 20 April - 9 June 2018 This year the Gladstone Regional Art Gallery &
Museum is remembering three significant events from Australia’s military past: 100
years since the Battle of Villers-Bretonneux, France; the 75th Anniversary of the
Battle of the Atlantic RAN and the 75th Anniversary of the Hellfire Pass and
completion of the Thai-Burma Railway. The Gallery & Museum will also showcase
the story of a local resident’s family.

LOVE BITES 2018

On Display 25 April - 9 June 2018

An exhibition of works created in the LOVE BITES Program since May 2017 to now.
Artworks by local high school students, shown on paper, canvas and via digital
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displays. An initiative of Coordinated Community Response to Domestic and Family
Violence (CCRDFV), the LOVE BITES Program teaches local students the value of
respectful relationships and raises awareness of domestic and family violence, and
sexual assault.

Saiki Children’s Day

On Display 11 May - 26 May 2018

A Gladstone Saiki Sister City Advisory Committee initiative, modelled on Japan’s
centuries old annual Children’s Day, Gladstone Regional Art Gallery & Museum’s
Saiki Children’s Day offers the Gladstone Region’s children a glimpse into the lives
of their peers in Japan. Available are a variety of hands-on craft activities.
Bookings are essential.

Coming Soon in June

Hi-Vis Futures: An Exhibition of works by Alexander Boynes, Mandy Martin and
Tristen Parr
On Display 23 June - 4 August 2018

Warakurna - all the Stories got into our Minds and Eyes
On Display 26 May - 4 August 2018

Ad Wer: Story of the Stars from Eastern Torres Strait
On Display 26 May - 4 August 2018

Margaret Worthington: Artist Working Process
On Display 16 June - 18 August 2018

Photographic Portraits of Boyne Smelter Workers Celebrating 25 Years of
Production
On Display 16 June - 4 August 2018
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New England Regional Art Museum (NERAM)

New England High Country in Focus: New England Regional Art Museum

A new exhibition and book provide an opportunity to see a diverse range of images
from across the entire New England region by forty local photographers. The book
New England High Country: Forty photographers will be launched with a combined
exhibition and book launch at the New England Regional Art Museum at 6.00pm on
Friday 23 March 2018.

The book project has been organised by experienced photographer Terry Cooke
and the exhibition at NERAM provides visitors an opportunity to enjoy and purchase
some of these images in larger formats.

“Terry Cooke is a remarkable photographer whose work has showcased our region
over many years in a number of exhibitions and publications,” said Robert Heather,
Art Museum Director. “In this project he has shared his talents, expertise and time
to create a unique reminder of the beauty of our region.”

“The book and exhibition provide viewers with a portrait of New England through
the eyes and lenses of a number of different people, creating unique glimpse into
the people, place, landscape and culture of the High Country ranging from Walcha
to Tenterfield.”

“The book is a fantastic souvenir for visitors coming to our region or gift for local
residents.”

The aim of the project was to collect photographs of the region from as many
photographers as possible, raise the required funds through crowdfunding, and
then have judges choose the images to be used and then print and publish the
book.

After consultation with a small group of local photographers a project plan was

drawn up and a Flickr website created where photographers could upload their

images. By 2017 over 3000 photographs of the region had been submitted to the
Flickr website by 94 photographers.
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Milky Way, Brigam Vale by Glenn Hand

The selectors then had a brief to choose images that would appeal to an Australian
and overseas audience that also reflected life and living in the New England High
Country, eventually selecting 122 photographs taken by 40 photographers for
inclusion in the book. These range widely across town and rural life, landscapes
and waterscapes, flora and fauna and the four seasons, their chosen images
beautifully highlight the diversity found in this region of Australia.

In mid-2017, with the support of 137 contributors, a crowdfunding campaign
successfully raised the funds required to print 1500 copies of the book. As one of
the aims of the project was “to have a local community organisation raise funds
through the distribution of the book™, the New England.

Regional Art Museum will be earning income from the distribution of the books to
various outlets in the region and from retailing through their own store.

About the artist

After a career in Land Surveying and Information Technology Terry Cooke retired
to pursue his other interests, one of these being photography. His focus over the
last few years has been photographing the many and varied landscapes and urban
environments of the Northern Tablelands of New South Wales, Australia. He enjoys
photographing local drama and musical productions, photographing while travelling
around Australia and teaching photography.
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The book New England High Country - Forty Photographers is a pictorial journey
that begins in Armidale and then moves out into the surrounding region. It takes
you out to the many towns and villages of the region while along the way taking
time to pause for a look at the local flora, fauna and some unique country
mailboxes.

Designed to show off what life -q\ PRl S T —
is like on the New England T m— _—
High Country the book makes New Eng|and High Country
a great gift for both visitors
and for people living in the - Forty Photographers
region and also for taking as a R v -

gift when travelling. Terry
Cooke's book New England
High Country - Contrast and
Colour, which sold 800 copies
over four years, now resides
in many countries around the
world.

The exhibition New England High Country: Forty photographers will be on display
at the New England Regional Art Museum until Sunday 3 June 2018.

The book is available through NERAM and other local tourism and retail book
outlets.

Further information http://www.neram.com.au/new-england-high-country-book/

Media enquiries:
» Terry Cooke, photographer and project co-ordinator

Tel: 0417 675 613 E: tcooke1948@gmail.com

= Robert Heather, Art Museum Director

Tel: 02 6772 5255 E: director@neram.com.au

Salient brings historical conflict into contemporary focus: New England Regional
Art Museum

The new exhibition Salient: Contemporary artists at the Western Front is an
opportunity for modern day visitors to reflect upon the impact that the First Word
War had upon their own communities. The national tour of the exhibition will
commence with its opening at 6.00pm on the evening of Friday 23 March 2018 at
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the New England Regional Art Museum in Armidale. The exhibition will be officially
opened by Brad Manera, Senior Historian and Curator at the Anzac Memorial.

“In 2017 almost a century after the guns had fallen silent a group of leading
Australian artists visited battlefields across the Western Front and create new
works which look back upon the tragic history of these sites as well as the impact
of these events upon our history, culture and society,” said Robert Heather,
NERAM Art Museum Director. “Once these sites were the scenes of desperate
fighting involving young volunteer troops from Australia and New Zealand
slaughtering their German counterparts and being slaughtered in turn in the
world’s first real experience of industrialised warfare.”

“Today these battlefields are often serene pastoral scenes with fields of crops and
livestock, forests, roads, farmhouses, town and villages with the occasional
cemetery or memorial as the only marker that thousands of people died there and
the devastation that occurred a century ago,” he said. “The contrast between the
events that happened in these places and their current idyllic landscapes had a
strong emotional impact upon all of the artists involved.

The participating artists Deidre Bean, Harrie Fisher, Paul Ferman, Michelle
Hiscock, Ross Laurie, Steve Lopes, Euan MacLeod, lan Marr, Idris Murphy Amanda
Penrose Hart, Luke Sciberras and Wendy Sharpe, created new works in response to
their experiences of these sites and their history.
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Each artist has interpreted the events and the experience differently through the
works that they have created and the trip has left an indelible impression upon
them. “The huge numbers of dead and missing, left me, like many others shaking
my head with disbelief” reflected Walcha based artist Ross Laurie. “Boys from my
town, like many other died on these battlefields. How does one paint such a
thing?”

The exhibition project follows on from the earlier Your Friend the Enemy
residency project at Gallipoli in 2015 that was initiated by Robert Linnegar from
King Street Gallery working with Paul Maneras and became a successful touring
exhibition. “These artists have investigated the lives of ancestors they never knew,
some of whom still lie beneath these foreign fields,” said Paul Maneras. “They
viewed these bucolic vistas burdened with the knowledge of the great tragedy that
had befallen this land. This exhibition reminds us that the echoes of the Great War
generation have not died and that there is always worth in revisiting the places
where great deeds were done.”

The New England Regional Art Museum has been working in partnership with King
Street Gallery to develop and present this exhibition which will be on display from
24 March until 3 June 2018 before touring to Bathurst Regional Art Gallery; Anzac
Memorial, Sydney; Bank Art Museum Moree; Muswellbrook Regional Arts Centre and
Tweed Regional Gallery. The exhibition is accompanied by a fully illustrated
catalogue featuring essays by Robert Heather, Brad Maneras, Dr Andrew Yip,
Christopher Allen and statements by each artist.

At the New England Regional Art Museum the exhibition will be extended with
loans of artworks from the Australian War Memorial. These artworks will be by
artists who served as soldiers or official war artists in The Great War who also have
later work sin NERAM’s Howard Hinton Collection including George Coates, Fred
Leist, H. Septimus Power, Arthur Streeton and Napier Waller. These loans have
been proudly supported by the NSW Government.

Tour itinerary:
New England Regional Art Museum
24 March - 3 June 2018

Bathurst Regional Art Gallery
10 August - 7 October 2018

Anzac Memorial, Sydney
22 October 2018 - 17 February 2019
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Bank Art Museum Moree
5 March - 29 April 2019

Muswellbrook Regional Arts Centre
11 May - 30 June 2019

Tweed Regional Gallery
21 November 2019 - 16 February 2020

Further information: https://www.salientwesternfront.com/

Media enquiries:
Robert Heather, Director, New England Regional Art Museum
Tel: 02 6772 5255 Email: director@neram.com.au
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Lake Macquarie City Art Gallery

Hunter Red: Re(A)d Earth - 26 May - 22 July, 2018

26 May - 22 July 2018
Hunter Red: Re(A)d Earth

Connection to Country remains central and enduring in Aboriginal culture regardless of
the complexities entrenched by government policies since colonisation. Hunter Red:
Re(A)d Earth presents contemporary Aboriginal artists’ perspectives on this
connection and acknowledges ‘reading’ of the earth as elemental for Aboriginal
people. The exhibition further explores contemporary Aboriginal artists' ongoing
knowledge and cultural practice, without compromise to modern technique or
audience.

A gallery project curated by Donna Biles-Fernando and developed in consultation with the Aboriginal Reference
Group.

HUNTER RED

The Hunter Red suite of exhibitions represents a collaborative vision shared by
Hunter-based galleries: Lake Macquarie City Art Gallery, Maitland Regional Art
Gallery, Newcastle Art Gallery and The Lock-Up. This collaborative project, Hunter
Red, seeks to defy any one-dimensional view.

We are Hunter Red but ‘red’ is:
the earth on which we stand and share;
the symbol of celebration and revelry;

our flesh and blood;
and our political unrest.

Each institution and exhibition examines a different vision of our region. It
incorporates voices ignored and marginalised as well as celebrating joy and the
fragility of our humanity. Hunter Red challenges audiences to explore all the diverse
and innovative exhibitions in this project, to travel between the institutions, engage
in a host of varied and exciting public programs and be astounded by the wealth of
the combined Hunter collections.

Re(A)d Earth is LMCAG’s response.
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HUNTER RED: RE(A)D EARTH
Lake Macquarie City Art Gallery
26 May - 22 July 2018

HUNTER RED: RAZZAMATAZZ
Maitland Regional Art Gallery
5 May - 22 July

HUNTER RED: CORPUS
Newcastle Art Gallery
26 May - 22 July 2018

HUNTER RED: SEEING RED
The Lock Up
26 May - 1 July 2018

A Hunter Cultural Collective project with partners Lake Macquarie City Art Gallery, Maitland Regional Art Gallery,
Newcastle Art Gallery and The Lock-Up..

RELATED EVENTS

OPENING CELEBRATION EVENT

Sunday 27 May 2018

Join us for the exhibition opening of Hunter Red: Re(A)d Earth,

over the launch weekend of the Collective's Hunter Red project. Our opening begins at
2.30pm so come and celebrate with artist talks hosted by exhibition curator Donna
Biles-Fernando, bush tukka, live music by Radical Son and a Stomping Ground.

ALL WELCOME, FREE EVENT, REFRESHMENTS PROVIDED.

SPECIAL EVENT

CONNECT TO COUNTRY & MARKET DAY

Join us as we celebrate Aboriginal art and culture. Experience cultural dance and
explore traditional and contemporary craft through artmaking activities and
demonstrations. Browse the boutique market for artisan craft and design. Enjoy a BBQ
with proceeds to benefit local Aboriginal Land Council and childcare centre.

Sunday 24 June, 10.30am-3pm

All welcome, Free activities
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GALLERY SOCIETY EVENTS

FOR THE LOVE OF ART

Join us for these enticing artist talks focusing on the exhibition Hunter Red: Re(A)d
Earth in a fun and relaxed atmosphere.

Refreshments served.

Sundays 17 June and 15 July, 2-4pm

$15 non-members $10 members

All welcome. RSVP by calling the gallery on 4921 0382.

All funds raised go towards the purchase of new acquisitions

for the gallery’s collection.

HUNTER RED BUS TOUR

Join us for an exciting day visiting each of the Hunter Red exhibitions.

8.30am depart from Lake Macquarie City Art Gallery/ morning tea at Maitland
Regional Art Gallery/ The Lock Up/ lunch stop made after The Lock-Up/ Newcastle Art
Gallery/ 3.00pm afternoon tea at Lake Macquarie City Art Gallery.

Thursday 14 June, 8.30am - 4.00pm

Cost: includes bus fee and afternoon tea $40 Lake Macquarie Art Society members,
$45 non-members. Bookings essential. Please phone the gallery on (02) 49210382 to
reserve your place.

WEEKEND WORKSHOPS

PHOTOGRAPHY ENHANCEMENT

John CIiff

Learn processes in photo editing using your own digital images.
Sunday 3 June, 10.30am-1.30pm

Cost: $65pp Materials: bring own laptop and digital files

Level: adult (beginners welcome)

Bookings and closed shoes essential.

HOLIDAY WORKSHOPS

Children can be inspired by the exhibition Hunter Red: Re(A)d Earth and create their
own artwork, led by artist tutors.

Tuesdays, Wednesdays & Thursdays 10-19 July

Bookings and closed shoes essential.

Check out our website for details.
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First Class 17 (until 20 May, 2018)

April was a busy month at the Gallery with the opening of the exhibition First Class
17, a two-night performance by Catapult dance group, the Gallery Society's For the
Love of Art with John Turier and preparations for the upcoming joint exhibition
project Hunter Red. The opening of First Class 17 saw more than 200 guests arrive
for the celebrations which included panel discussions with former First Class
curators and First Class 17 student artists. A highlight was hearing the students
articulate their work processes and discuss some of the difficulties youth

of today face. The day ended with soulful sounds by the talented student
musicians from Reprise, the annual concert celebrating outstanding achievement
in HSC Music Performance.

The response to the First Class 17 exhibition has been tremendous. Some of the
comments in the visitors book include,

e 'Can’t believe how creative and different our young people are. Very
enjoyable.’

e 'The future *Art World’ is in good hands.'

o 'Absolutely loved it. Amazing talent from such young people.’

The artists are working with sophisticated themes in a wide variety of mediums
including photography, ceramics, sculpture, film, textiles and installation.

Further information is available on:
https://spaces.hightail.com/receive/119023FJuS
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